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2 il the - iſtnguiſhing 1 of our 
I nature, chat We are endued with 

Taso lintellig gence, or underſtanding. 
This Fight in man the wiſe King calls 
properly be cantle of the Lord, which, 
in different degrees, enlightens every 
Bie that 66fiies into the world; and by 

Ft We are ko regulate our conduct 11 
AMfe. But the exerciſe of our under- 
oftanditns; Ir reaſon, is by no means to 
be eonfinet to the buſineſs of this World 
h/. Ws we Have ſufficient evidence 
266 belicie; that we are intended for 
Antler Ale nobler ſtate of exiſtence 
han che preſent, it certainly muſt be 

of che preateſt importanee tous, to have 
Sur Teaſon well exerciſed and informed 
An the concerns of that future world, 
or, in tlie words of my text, to Ave 
Wu, eee in Fic with 9 'Godlineſs. © 
<B . Hereby | 


"X31. 


Hereby we ſhall conſult in the beſt 


manner our ſafety and ſatisfaction; 


There are few ſatisfactions equal to 
that which an honeſt mind receives, 
from a clear, rational, and conſiſtent 


view, and a ſteady and firm Perſuaſion, 


of the important truths of Religion, 
natural and revealed. To be aſſured, 
as we are, or eaſily may be, that our- 
ſelves, and all things about us, are 
| produced by an namely wiſe and be- 
nevolent Being, who couſd. have no 
other end in bringing into exiſtence 
intelligent and free creatures, but to 
communicate happineſs. to them, and 


that in the moſt proper manner: To 


be perſuaded that he continues to up- 


hold all things for the ſame benevolent 


purpoſe, and that he ſupplies the . 


Wants of his various and numberleſs 


creatures by his never-failing bounty: 
To believe, on. ſatisfactory evidence, 


that he is the ever preſent parent, and 
85 5 almighty friend of 

E grateful, and the. pious 3 that he is 
= ies them for eee in good- 3 


the righteous, the 


. * 4 i 


neſs 


1 | 


neſs and i in | happineſs ;” that for this 
purpoſe he ſent his only Son, as we 
are aſſured by the Chriſtian revelation, 
to ſave the human race from fin and 


death, and to lead them, by precept 


and example, to virtue, piety, and life 
eternal: And to be farther promiſed 
forgiveneſs to the penitent; aſſiſtance 
to, and acceptance of, the honeſt and 
ſincere; and, notwithſtanding their 
many imperfections, admiſſion after 
death, to a ſtate of compleat, ever- 
laſting bleſſedneſs:—1 ſay, clearly to 
diſcern the evidence of theſe great, 
noble, and intereſting truths, and to 
have a full and firm perſuaſion of their 

reality, inſpires a ſatisfaction, which 
elevates the heart of man, ſtirs him to 
the diſcharge of every duty, and tends 
to exalt him above the temptations of 
vice, the afflictions of life, and 8 
the fears of death. ' = 


The evidences of theſe moſt com- 


1 fetal and intereſting truths are as 
1 abundant, as the truths themſelves are 
9 important. bas offer themſelves to 


r - 


= 2- 5 the 4 


the 1 WY attentive ina TOR and 
5 ſtriking light; and to employ our 
thoughts and attention, our reaſon | 
and judgment upon them, is certainly * 
the means to have anderſianding in the _ 
way of Godlingſs. 15 =_ 
As our higheſt intereſts, our very _ 
Z beſt 3 3 and moſt noble ſatigfac- —* 
tions, herein concur, what farther i in- 
ducements can we want to exerciſe our 
intellectual powers much and often on 
theſe things? There is, however, one 
conſideration, which furniſhes us with 
an additional encouragement. to do ſo; 
and that is, that we may all of us gain a 
ſufficient degree of underſtanding in the 
Way, of Goadlineſs, if we will but apply 
our minds to learn its truths, and ren- 
der its evidences familiar to our thoughts. 
All that is moſt important and uſeful 
in the doctrines of religion, is alſo moſt 0 
plain and level to our human capaci- 
ties; and even thoſe whoſe mental 
powers are weakeſt, if they be but hos 
neſt, andemploy 10 abilities they have, 
py eee ed of ſuch Se 
truths 


Fay 


» T4 £m 


wy not 15 85 (ERIN is not given 1 
burt for not ufing well and improving 
e ee e 

negligent inattention; it is obſtinate 
; prejudice, pride, and. paſſion; 3 
doo ſtrong attachment to, and purſuit 


F/ of, the enjoyments, amuſements, and 


J cares of the preſent life, that hinders, 
; ſteps between, ſtops the free courſe of 


7 enquiry, and bars, the entrance. « of re- 


1 ligigus. truths into the mind. 
Me have the higheſt authority to 
mreſt this fact upon. We are taught 


1 by our bleſſed Lord, in his well-known 


parable of the ſower, that it 18 in vain. : 
the ſower ſcatters abroad the ſeed, if 


: 2 „ the, land be 'hard.- like the 


ia 4 


| b it; or if it be ſo ſhallow that 
not take r root; 5 Or i it be ſo 2. 
| | | O 


as 10 ] 


of aol as to out-grow and choak it, 
there can be no harveſt. By this plain 
and eaſy compariſon we are clearly in- 
ſtructed, that in receiving moral and 
| eefiviois truths, there muſt be a right 
diſpoſition. of mind, a proper degree 
of attention, a dente to learn, and a 
freedom from paſſion, prejudice, and - 
contrary cares; or elſe no doctrines, 
no arguments, no perſuaſions or” in- 
ſtructions, can have a good and laſt- 
ing effect: And therefore that it is a 


'yain and uſeleſs attempt, to try to 
teach them that will not be taught; ; 
to argue with them who are deter- 


mined not to be convinced; or to per- 
ſuade them to any good who haye no | 


diſpoſition. to it. 


But it is not only with ſuch perſons | 


is theſe, the inattentive, the careleſs, 


thoſe immerſed in the cares of this life, 
or the too anxious purſuits of its enjoy- 


ments; —in a word, it is not only with 


the liſtleſs, ignorant, and worldly, 


that we are called upon to urge, and x 
even to defend the uſe of our under-. | 


Hanging = 


ral 


ſtanding, in matters of religion, There 
are others who adopt and maintain 
principles highly derogatory of our in- 


| 5 tellectual powers, and of the goodneſs | 
of the gracious giver of them; and 


who profeſſedly deny the uſe of our 


reaſon or underſtanding in the ways of 


Godlineſs.. 


And here we are obliged t to contend 


for the uſe of our intelle&ual powers 
in religious matters with very different 


erde of perſons: And though, they 


may be far from agreeing in every thing, 
and their views and deſigns may be 


| contradictory to each other, yet herein 
they agree, and ſeem perfectly to coin- 


cide, in degrading our reaſoning facul- 


ties, and excluding them from che con- 
|  cerps of religion. According to the 
principles of theſe perſons, Reaſon has 


nothing to do with Religion, either in 


(ettling its foundation, or in examining 

| 308, Nature, or aſce ertaining its meaning; 

nor has it any buſineſs in canvaſſing the 
evidence on which its truth is to be ad- 


5 mitted, and its principles embraced. 
4 1 4 he 
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Abe v writings of many of the open 
adverſaries of revealed religion will = ; 
turafly on this head occur to | 
thoughts ;- and you will anticipate th | 
great meafure Chan may offer on the 
Fabje&. Tt is notorious that ſome of | 
che mioſt urtful, My; amd infinuating of | 

the atrons of infidelity, have diftin- | 

(hea themſelves in this fe pe(t. 
Ott * is Particufarly well knbih, 
who borrowing tHe guiſe of hthuftaſtie 
ſentimentt, and che artfül cer of d 
wout expreſſions, hath made it his bafi- 
Neſs to prove, that Chriſtianity hath 
d no foundation in reaſon or argument; 
ee thät God fever inteiſded chat We 
ec fhould uſe our under ſtaniding in at- 
ec ters Of faith; and that a feaſonable 
b. lief of religious truths, founded on 
4 enquiry and conviction, is a falſe ad 
„ unwarrantable notion.” "Conſequently 4 
ib procteds to affirm, in the language 
of a wild and ſenſelefs enthuftafm, 
e that the Holy Ghoſt enlighitens the 
4 ſouls of believers” at once deer an ir- 
r refillitble | 3 
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reſiſtible light from Heaven, that 
flaſhes conviction in a moment; 
that this infallible, internal light, is 
to abide with us to the end of the 


world, to be our ſole guide to all 


truth; ſo that thoſe who are thus 


inſtructed by the Spirit, need no 


outward inſtruction, not even from 


the Scriptures themſelves, nor con- 


the credit of ancient miracles, 
or the genuineneſs of diſtant re- 
cords. 


Nothing can poſlbly übe a more 


9810 miſrepreſentation of the Scripture 
revelation, and of the matters of fact 
therein contained; as hath been abun- 


dantly. made — to the ſatisfac- 


f every unprejudiced enquirer, 


435 by ſeveral able defenders of the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe: and the abſurd aſſertions 
of this inſidious writer have been ably 
refuted and expoſed. And this was 
che more neceſſary, as this compoſition 
was artful, and too well calculated t to 


| deceive the unsrarx. 


„ ] 


This diſguiſed ncthbe of beg , 
revelation 3 ſince been adopted b 
ſucceeding Infidels, and hath been 


carried farther; for it hath been ex- * 


tended even to ſome of the fundamen- 
tal principles of natural religion, par- 
ticu larly. to the moral attributes of 
God. 5 
A — noble und em on this fide 
of the queſtion inſiſteth, that the 
only attributes of the Deity that are 
cc neceflary to be known by us, are, 
„ his power and wiſdom.“ He ſays, 
e we riſe from che Knowledg e of our- 
ſelves, and of the dae of God, 
t e n knowledge of his exiſtence, 
* his wiſdom, and power. He blames 
thoſe, ©* who preſume to define the | 
0 waved attributes of an een _ 
_ « Being, particularly his: goodnels and 
« juſtice, holineſs and truth. And | 
« he calls it licentious reaſoning to 
* .endeayour to form any judgment of 
e thoſe divine moral attributes, or | 
on. aſcribe to Cod AY _—_— 1 
dent 


” Lord Bermenhorx. KF 


42 on 


E 


«-Jent to human notions.” The in- 
ference he would draw from all this 


is, © that we muſt not infer our mo- 
ce ral obligations from the moral at- 
«tributes of God, or propoſe to imi- 
ct tate him in theſe attributes.” But 
this he aſſerts in direct contradiction 


b to our blefled Saviour, who {ets the 


goodneſs of the Divine Being before 


us, as a noble pattern of extenſive be- 


nevolence, and mentions God's cauſing 


His Sun to riſe on the evil and the good, 
and /endins rain on the juſt and unjuſt, 


as nde to engage us to do good 70 
all,” even Zo Our enemies 8 en 
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A bbcher thing this writer ſeems to 


4 ; Bare in his view herein, is, to deſtroy 


the argument drawn from the moral 


attributes of God, to ſhew the proba- 
bility of a future ſtate of retribution. 
And thus by difcarding the ſober uſe 
of our reaſoning powers from inveſti- 


| gating the truths of revealed religion, 


and endeavouring to place it on the 
| Halle and uncertain foundation of fancy, 
| ITE” C 2 5 im- 
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impulſe, or imagination; ; theſe writers b 
proceed to employ that reaſon, thus 
degraded, with all the arts of argu- 
ment they are maſters of, to overturn 
the great and fundamental principles 
of all religion, natural and revealed. 
But ſuch cavils and miſrepreſenta- 1 
tions, ſince retailed by other imitators 
of theſe maſters, have been thoroughly : 
conſidered, and repeatedly expoſed and a 
anſwered, to the entire ſatisfaction of 
every one, who freely and impartially 
exerciſes his reaſon and under fronting c 
# the way of Godlineſs. 5 
We hall paſs on therefore from the 
avowed enemies of our religion, to 
conſider the caſe of ſome of its falſe or | 
deluded friends: And among theſe, | 
the firſt ſort that occurs to our view, 
as not having nderflanding in the way 
of Godlineſs, is the Superſtitions. 
The direct cauſe of all ſuperſtition, g 
is a neglect of a free and VIgorous uſe of 
our reaſon or underſtanding : | So. that 
ignorance is the parent of 1 | 
its guardian, and ſecurity. | It comes 


1 
= 


E 

nin, it lives, my it proſpers under its 
influence. And hence a falſe devo- 
1 tion, and. the Various ſorts of affections 
which ariſe i in the minds of men to- 
wards real or imaginary beings, falfely 
ſuppoſed. divine; or towards the true 
God, from a falſe and unworthy con- 
ception of his character. Henee comes 
to paſs a total deſtruction of the prin- 
ciples of rational piety, with their ſa- 

lutary and happy influences. 
regulated affections towards God, 3 
ed on juſt ſentiments of his nature, are 
not only amiable and becoming; they 
e are alſo of great importanee to the con- 
o duct and happineſs of life. But theſe 
r affections are totally deſtroyed, or at 
„ leaſt much weakened, by blind and 
„2 violent ſuperſtitions. They ſhut out 
y | of the mind all rational apprehenſions 
with reſpect to God, together with 
that ſecurity and confidence, that 
peace and ſatisfaction, which a good 
mind, when well informed, and bleſſed 
with a right underſtanding in the way 
Bu” of Godlineſi, finds in the practice of 


reaſonable religion. „ 


ſuperſtition, in ſuppreſſing or pervert- 


ing ſocial inftinas and affections, and 


_ defacing mens notions of moral good 
and evil, is well-known te all who are 
acquainted with human nature, and 


„ 4 FE oo. p © 1 | _— I 5 aa ire 

__ with the hiſtory of the world. Hence 
that moſt menſtrous abomination,” the _ 
des, offered up in 4 


uſe of human ſacrifices, offere. 
honour: of the Gods of the Gentiles; 


a practice which no man, whoſe mind 
was not moſt dreadfully blinded and | 
corrupted by ſuperſtition, could have | 


thought of without horror. Hence 


alſo the wild fury of mens tearing or 


mangling their on bodies, or other- 


wiſe expoſing themſelves to various 


an offended God. Theſe; and ſuch 


like practices, are ſo directly contrary 


to the ſtrongeſt inſtincts of our nature, 


1 


7 a . 8 | 
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that they damp all gen rous ſenti- 


4 ments and diſpoſitions 1 in it. The di- 


rect tendency of ſuperſtition, even 


” where it prevails only in a weaker de- 


ree, is to take too powerful a poſſeſ- 
en of the human mind, and fix its 
attention to inſignificant objects. Tri- 
fling, low, and groveling notions, and 


> zeal for the outward ceremonies of 


3 owing Eibe, will gs dlalirits RY ood wy us 


11 worſhip, and punctuality in the cir- 
cumſtantials of religion, are placed in 


the room of the cultivation of truly 
virtuous principles, the devotion of 


7 the heart, and a faithful diſcharge of 


the duties of life. The omiſſion .of 
ſome. mere. .outward-form, or ceremony, 
hall give the ſuperſtitious more unea- 
ſineſs, than the neglect of moral duty; 
and when the form or ceremony is 


complied with, their conſeiences be- 
come quite ealy, they feel no guilt for 
What is paſt, and are ready to contract 


new guilt, to be wiped off in the ſame 
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and 1 is another : 
deplorable inſtance of the great want of 
underſtanding in the way of Godlinefs. 
This accurſed ſpirit has done an infi- 

nite prejudice to the tempers of men, 


77 Bigotry 


and produced the greate 
and miſery in human ſociety. 


cauſe of his religion; but what was, 
in truth, the intereſt of wicked and de- 


per nicious errors. 


done by all the methods of eruelty, 
treachery, and falſehood; by fire, ſword, 


ſonments, racks, and tortures; by open 
ſeditions, dark conſpiracies, and mid- 
_ maſſacres; by breach of the moſt 


.1o 
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a clear idea of the nature of Kere They 
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deſtruction | 

It has 

| wee — men to promote, what they 
ave called the honour of God, and the 


1 figoing men, and a ſyſtem of groſs and 
And this has been | 


and devaſtation of countries; by: impri- : 


emn covenants and oaths; and bj 
trampling under foot all the ties of con- 
f Icledce” ng! erat and my reli- 
e IHR: 7 7 LP 2500s 


broke into || 
2 houſe, robbed, plundered, and murdered the inhabitants, 
without remorſe of conſcience ; ; but ſitting down to regale 
themſelves on the fruits of their villainy, their conſciences 
would not let _ taſte dane: meat, N it was . 


7 gious and moral obli igation ; 


[as 1 
1 It is not 
eaſy to conceive how the human mind 
could conſent to things ſo repugnant 
to the whole conſtitution of our na- 
ture, was it not firſt impoſed upon, 

by ſome falſe appearance of religion, 
and brought to think it did God ſome _ 
3 acceptable ſervice: And it 1s worthy 
of being remarked, that this bigotted 


Z narrowneſs of mind; this warm and 


1 e and anten; ; Rag are ſhut 


2 intemperate zeal, "this animoſity and 
wrath, with all their : attendant miſ- 
1 chiefs, has generally been kindled on 
account of ſome dark and diſputable 
opinions, ſome points or circumſtances 
no way eſſential to religion; and, 

alas l too often for the ſake of We 
groſſeſt abſurdities, which have been 
held as adorable myſteries, and di- 
vine truths, to which men thought 

rhemſelves obliged to adhere, under 
che dreadful penalty of Damnation. 
When men arrive at this pitch of nar- 


1 row-mindedneſs, they are confirmed 
and hardened in all their prepoſſeſſions, 


up 


up in total, incurable ignorance and f 
depravity; and are in a ſtate of the * 
compleateſt ruin that a human mind 
can be brought unto. | 
Another, and the laſt inſtance 1 
ſhall mention, of want of underſtanding 
in the way of Godlineſs, is in the wild 
and ſenſclels extravagancies of the Eu- 
thuſiaſtic. Hiſtory, and our own ob- 
ſervation, will furniſh us with inſtances i 
of this kind in great abundance. The 
hiſtories of the enthuſiaſtic fooleries of 


former times axe of ſo little uſe, as ſcarce 


to induce any to peruſe them, were it 

not proper and expedient ſometimes to 

draw a compariſon between, and point 
out the ſtriking likeneſs of, paſt and 

preſent enthuſiaſts: And this has been 
done by a maſterly hand, in two well 
| known capital , io that of Me- 
thodiſm and Popery. And the draw- 
ing is ſo ſtrong, and the features ſo 
like, 1 in thoſe two capital pictures, that 
it is not eaſy, but from the dates, to 
5 ne the * from the 1 
E 5 Paſſing 


* Yee the cithafaſn of the Methodifts and Papiſt ene 6 
abr by the late Bis nor of EX6TER. 8 | 


TT 
Paſſing this by, I ſhall fire a 


kene more pertinent to my preſent 
F Pop net] - and that is, in the doctrines 
of our modern enthuſiaſts, and that of 
2 ſome of the patrons of infidelity above 
1 | alluded to, with regard particularly to 
the diſcarding of our reaſon or under- 
1 2 from the concerns of religion 
and godlineſs. I do not affert, nor even 
3 inſinuate, that all Methodifte ave de- 
ſignedly combined with Infidels, in 
La religion to the contempt of 
mankind. All I purpoſe is, to ſhew 
the exact ſimilarity and coincidence of 
Icheir reſpective aſſertions, on this very 
I point, as à mere matter of 
Jaa; leaving it to thoſe whom it moſt 
| ener, to account for the Prey : 
1 To do this n let us re- 
collect the principles of thoſe moſt art- 
ful writers in favour of infidelity be- 
fore mentioned. Their words in their 
cher open to every one s inſpection, 
are theſe, and the like: 
«A rational faith, 7. e. an aſſent to 


. 5 1 


{ 


4 86: 1 
cc revealed eruths; Sande upon the 
«© conviction of the underſtanding, is | 
© a falſe and unwarrantable notion. 
That perſon beſt enjoys faith, who 
© never aſked himſelf one queſtion 
© about it, and never dealt at all in 
ce the evidence of reaſon.” This, and 
a great deal more to the bi purpoſe, 
is advanced by them, with a view to 
prove, that God never intended that 
we ſhould make uſe of our reaſon or 
intellectual faculty in believing; or that 
our faith ſhould be founded upon any 
evidence which might convince our 
judgment, and make it reaſonable for 

us to believe. Conſequently, they aſ- 
ſert that religion can never be a thing 
to be taught ;— that the intellectual 
faculty cannot be the principle intended 
by God to lead us to true faith; that 
there is a kind of power beyond What 
reaſon can furniſh, ſuch as brings con- 
viction or aTurance to which human | 
means is an utter ſtranger;—and there- i 
fore, that if we do but once heartily 
believe, we need not concern ourſelves 
5 . „„ about 


8 8 
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about knowing upon what — we 
do ſo. 


In all this, 3 et wilt 


be found to bear a moſt brother! 


reſemblance to modern infidels: And 
as they generally agree to diſcard the 
uſe of reaſon from religious matters, 
ſo, for that purpoſe, it is generally ac- 
companied with the epithet of carnal 
reaſon. Hence their contempt of the 
ableſt advocates for rational religion, 
who, in their phraſe, are letter-learned 
divines, men of head-knowledge, po- 
lite reaſoners, modern e and the 
 NUkes: i - | 
And as both theſe Patti join their 

forces to remove all reaſonable grounds 
of faith and religion, ſo do they unite 
in their repreſentation of the principles 
on which they found it. Thus Infidels 


reſolve their principles of true faith into 


a © conſtant, particular revelation, 
* imparted fu pernaturally to every in- 


„ dividual.” They affirm, © that the 
_ © Holy Ghoſt irradiates the ſouls of 


believers at once with an irreſiſtible : 
cc Highs 
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& light from . that flaſhes con- 
e Bon in an inſtant, This renders 
i all outward inſtruction, and even 
{© the Scriptures themſelves, needleſs.” 
The aſſertions of Methodiſm amount 
to the ſame thing. Faith is ſaid to be 
inſpired, and not acquired. It is re- 
preſented as the action of ſome ſpiri- 
tual being, darting ſudden light and 
irreſiſtible conviction into the mind. 
It is deſcribed as an effect inſtantaneouſſy 
produced, ſo as to over-rule, not co- 
operate with human endeavours. Rea- 
0 ſon not with Satan, ſays one, but 
ce truſt inthe Lord with all thine heart.“ 
Others talk of an immediate ſtroke 8 
God' 8 convincing. ſpirit, without-any 
outward means at all: And they gene- 
rally agree in maintaining, that faith is 
a principle entirely implanted in the 
Gat by the mighty power of God; in 
which, of courſe, our uae 
and will can have nothing to do. It 
| were endleſs to produce quotations to 
this purpoſe. And indeed the whole 74 


0 ſyſtem of their converſions, regenera- 
= tions, 


© 


tions, juſtifications, effectual calliogs, 
living faiths, and the like, is repre- 
ſented as events that happen ſuddenly, 
ih a moment, and all of them de- 
pending on ſome inward impulſes and 
impreſſiongs = 
The time will not at preſent permit 
me to obſerve many more inſtances of 
this ſtriking ſimilarity in the ſentiments 
of the oppoſers of revelation, and the 


wild pretenders to it, Suffice it briefly 


to remark their treatment of the holy 
Scriptures. The firſt call them, by 
way of contempt, nanuſcript authorities, 
and paper revelations, under pretence of 
exalting the influences of the ſpirit, or 
ſome inward light. And herein they 
are joined by high-flown enthuſiaſts, 
who have thought proper to give them 
the appellation of à dead litter. Both 
parties catch hold of detached paſſages 
and ſcraps, or particular expreſſions, 
violently torn from Scripture, to cover 
_ ſome indefenſible tenet; and if it ſeems 
to do fo only in ſound, they regard not 
its real ſenſe, meaning, and intention, 


| . 


nag 


nor the connection it beats to what pre- 
cedes or follows. Inſtances innumera- 
ble might be collected to evince this : 

And it may with truth be affirmed, that 


no book in the world has ſuffered ſo 
much by ſuch miſrepreſentations, as the 
Bible. It has been its fate to be miſfre- 
preſented and undervalued alike both by 
thoſe who have no religion at all, and 
by thoſe that have carried religion up to 
madneſs and phrenzy. 
Another mode of expoſing holy writ, 
which theſe two ſets of people have joined 
in, is, by endeavouring to turn the hif- 
torical facts recorded therein to allegory. 
Ipfidels have daringly aſſerted, that the 
great facts recorded in the Golpel are to 
de underſtood in a myſtical and allego- 
rical ſenſe. The hiſtory of our Saviour's 
miracles, particularly, have been thus 
treated; and the inference meant to be 
drawn from thence is, that the plain, 
literal, and hiſtorical, that is, the true 
and real ſenſe, is falls, abſurd, and fic 
. titious. Enthuſiaſts have done the ſame 
13 * xd cen the name; and in- 
W 


1 
ou of a they oat it  ſpi- | 
ritualizing the ſame facts. Their pre- 
tence may be, indulging a pious ima- 
gination, while they give an unbounded 
ſcope to the wild vagaries of a roving 
fancy, in order to ſurprize and catch 
the unwary and injudicious. | 
I hope I ſhall be held excuſable, i 
by way wy illuſtration, I give an in- 
ſtance of this fanciful and very unfair 
treatment of holy writ, which lately 
happened very near this place. Awhim- 
| fical expounder of Scripture, in the 
_ courſe of his harangue, happened to 
treat of the parable of the good Sama- 
Titan, and coming to the circumſtance 
of the two pence given to the hoſt, he, 
with a confidence equal to his wiſdom, 
_ affirmed, that by the two pence, our 
Sayiour meant the two Teſtaments, 
the Old and New, Had it ſuited fo 
arbitrary an interpreter's purpoſe, he 


might, in perfect conſiſtency with him 
. tet; have proceeded to another circum- 


ſtance, wherein the Samaritan promiſed 


the bas that 3 he ſoould ſpend 


more, 


L 80 


. mare; or be came again he would re- 
pay him; and aſſert, that by it was 
meant the e of the Church, 

and an infallible guide at the head of 
it; as a; promiſed ſupplement to what- 
ever was deficient in the Old and New 
Teſtament, the ſuppoſed meaning of the 

two pence. So might a Papiſt chuſe to 
comment; and a Mahometan might, I 
with equal propriety, contend that it 
alluded to the pretended revelation 
brought from heaven to the ſupple- 
Pane prophet Mahomet. 

But it is clear to demonſtration, that 
our bleſſed Lord had nothing of this 
kind in view. Every perſon endued 
with but a moderate ſhare of judgment 

and underſtanding, will readily ſee, that 
in this, and all our Saviour's parables, 
there are many ſmaller incidents and 
_ circumſtances inſerted by way of orna- 
ment, and to compleat the narration; 
and chis elegance in their compoſition 
greatly diſtinguiſhes them from any 
thing of this kind that the world ever 
= -\ 2m Nor did he intend, nor is it at 
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all aveeMury; that the compariſon could 


hold in every particular minute cir- 


cumſtance, but only that there ſhould 


be a general likeneſs and propriety. 
So in the inſtance before us, to heighten 


and finiſh the benevolent chinudtcs of 


the Samaritan, he is repreſented as nei- 


ther ſparing of his trouble nor money, 


in relieving the diſtreſſed Jew; and his 


: paying the hoſt two Denarii, Or Roman 


pence, which is about fifteen pence of 


our money, is properly introduced, as 


a” . 


1t might be a {ſufficient compenſation 


for his expence and trouble; eſpecially 
when he added, that he would make 
what further ſatisfact tion might be ne- 


ceſſary at His return: Or elſe the cir- 
| cumſtance of the two pence might give 
a delicate hint o the Samaritan's po- 


verty, and place the benevolence of his 
diſpoſition in a full ſtronger light. 

4 may be farther obſerved, that the 
cli of the hoſt, to Rho: the two 
"pence were given, to reward him for 
his attendance and care of the wounded 
traveller, cannot with any propriety be 

| E 2 | | ap- 


ww 
_—_ 


— — . _ 
©% + 4 * Pe # _ n= Where - 8 * . 
0 a 3 1 A % Paths =p + — * 
— 


— = 
< : 75 


R 


— 7 > . 
2 3 8 OTIS 
l "7 1 Nas nr ˙ ˙ ⏑FF⏑» 
1 2 c 
T 
P * & Ft 
8 E "AN Wee Y® 
Ep LF, * 8 8 272 ** 2 age * 
7 x 7 od. 
P 
4 . 


1 32 ] 


el to mankind who have TY | 


ceived the revelation of God's will, con- 


tained in the two Teſtaments. They | 


never could have made ſuch a claim as 


a reward for any ſervice; and indeed 


this ſpecial favour is always repreſented 
as the ſole effect of the free and unme- | 
rited goodneſs and condeſcenſion of the 1 
Father Almighty to a ſinful world. 


Thus have the parables of our Saviour, 


_ which we may ſafely pronounce to be 


the fineſt compoſitions of the kind that 
we know of, been miſerably burleſqued 


and twiſted into every fanciful meaning 
that a heated imagination might ſuggeſt. 


And not only his parables, but the 
plain hiſtorical accounts of re, 


and actions, have ſuffered the like fate, 
and been in like manner allegorized, ſub- 
; 3 or ſpiritualized from their literal 


ſenſe, b by thoſe licentious interpreters. 
But leaving all ſuch idle extrava- 


gancies, by which Infidels or Enthu- 
laſts have fo injuriouſly tortured and 
miſapplied the words and actions of our 
bleſſed en and the other ſacred 


Mritert, . 


ts 1 


writers, fo a as to make them counte- 


| nance various abſurdities, which ſerve 
to expoſe the ſacred oracles to con- 


tempt; we may briefly obſerve, that 
ſince we find an unaccountable combi- 


nation of men of very diſcordant prin- 
ciples, tending to undermine the fair 


fabric of Chriſtianity; ſince there ap- 


pear ſuch united endeavours in men of * 
oppoſite characters to deprive it of its 


only firm and ſtable foundation, a ra- 
tional, intelligible evidence and proof; 
ſince the ſly unbeliever and the igno- 
rantly zealous Chriſtian join in ſubſti- 
tuting, in the room of this firm baſis, 
falſe and fallacious ſupports, ſuch as 


ſudden feelings, impetuous tranſports, 


and fantaRlical raptures, which after 
-- may be nothing more than the fumes 
of the imagination, the effects of a diſ- 
ordered mind, or a diſtempered body; 
ſince this is the caſe, we have all the 
reaſon in the world to endeavour to 


get our minds well informed in the i im- 
is portant principles of Chriſtianity, ank 
0 to haye a gn 1 in the way 
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any extraordinary revelations or im- 
pulſes, divine pretences, familiar com- 
munications with God, ſpecial direc- 
tions, miſſions, or calls, 25 us make 
a good uſe of the common means af- 
forded us;—let us read, learn, and ex- 
erciſe our reaſon in 55 ſtudy of the 
holy Scriptures, and draw our religious 
principles from that fountain of living 
waters, and by that means build up o our- 
ſelves in our moſt holy faith. . 
And if it is the duty of every one 


mY do calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to en- 


quire into the grounds and reaſons upon 

which his religion ſtands, and endea- 
vour to gain conſiſtent and ſ tisfactory | 

ſentiments of its nature, it is ſtill more 


evidently the duty of Chriſtians of ſu- 


Fe 
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erior talents, whoſe obligations. increaſe | 


in this reſpect 1n proportion to their 


opportunities and advantages for fatiſ- 


fying themſelves of the truth of the goſ- 


pel, and for knowing every thing ne- 


ceſſary for the ſupport of it. 
Here Jam unavoidably led to 8 
85 N 9 5 12 


n 
1 
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that it is moſt of all incumbent on the 
teachers of Chriſtianity to be well in- 
ſtructed in the grounds of their religion, = 
and to have a clear wnder/tanding in the 
way. of Godlineſs, and in all things ne- 
ceſſary to prove or defend their faith. 
Thoſe who have peculiarly devoted. 


themſelves to the work of propagating 


and inculcating the doctrines of the goſ- 


pel, can never be ignorant in matters 


Which affect the truth of it, without 
the moſt ſhameful abſurdity. Nor can 
they apply their time and talents to ſo 
good a purpoſe, or ſo ſuitably to their 
ſituation, as to turn them to the ſtudy 

of religion. A:d whatever other uſe- 


ful kn edge or mental accompliſh- 


ments we may have acquired, it will be 


our wiſdom and underſtanding in the _ 
fight of every perſon of diſcernment -in 
the value of characters, to make them 
ſubſervient to the great deſign of our 


profeſſion. 
One advantage of this kind [ am led by my ſubject 


5 to mention, and that is the knowledge of the language 
in which the genuine records of Chriſtianity were ori: 


in written. BY a due non of this advan- 
GN 105 tage, 
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; tage, we aal be beff able to 28070 "that fruitful 1 


of error above alluded to, the taking the mere ſound- 
of a word or phraſe in a tranſlation for the ſtandar̃d 
of its ſenſe; for numberleſs inſtances 
duced of great want of accuracy an preciſion i in 
tranſlating many words of conſiderable importance 


in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. To be properly qualified 
to inſtruct others herein, we ſhould labour for an ac- 


curate knowledge of the ſentiments of the New Teſ- 


tament writers from their own words, and get ac- 
Jquainted with the manners and cuſtoms which then 


prevailed. We muſt not depend on ſupernatural ac- 
compliſhments, but, as St. Paul directs Timothy, 


give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine; to 


meditate on and exerciſe ourſelves in theſe things; to grue 
ourſelves wholly unto them, that our profiting might appear 


to all. And then, as worthy advocates for the cauſe 


of genuine Chriſtianity and rational Religion, we muſt 
endeayour, with the words of truth and /oberneſs, with 


meaxk, calm, and benevolent diſpoſition, to convince 
gain: ſayers, and eftabliſh our fellow 2 4 
well as ourſelyes, in the true faith of te gp 


of.” 


Thus we ſhall recommend ourſelves to the Wg 


Shepherd of Souls; and may each hope for that moſt © 


comfortable ſentence, Well done, thou good and fog 


' "ſervant ;- thou haſt been faithful in a few things, te er 


ober many things; enter thou unto the joy of thy Lord. 
- Nowaunto him that is able to keep us from falling. 2 17 


preſent us faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with ex- _ 
cteding joy; to the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be 22 


5855 dominion, and e now and ever. 
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